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DIPL 4101/5101: Senior/Honors Research Project

Professor Martin S. Edwards
Email: martin.edwards@shu.edu
Office: 106 McQuaid
Office Phone: 973-275-2507
Office Hours: M 11-1 or by appointment
Course Objectives:
This class is the capstone of your undergraduate experience. As such, you will be drawing on the
lessons that you have learned in DIPL 3800 to develop and execute a research project. The class
will be a mix of one-on-one sessions with me as well as traditional class meetings. My goal is for
you to write a publishable quality manuscript that tests hypotheses head to head either
qualitatively or quantitatively.
Course Materials:
The following textbook is required:
Lisa A. Baglione. 2016. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to
Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 3rd Edition. Sage/CQ Press. ISBN: 9781483376165
Optional textbooks:
The Van Evera work is a good reference for qualitative work, and the Johnson and Reynolds text
(which I use for DIPL 3800) is geared more for quantitative work.
Stephen Van Evera. 1997. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press. ISBN: 0-8014-8457-X.
Janet B. Johnson, H.T. Reynolds, and Jason Mycoff. 2016. Political Science Research
Methods 8th Edition. SAGE/CQ Press. ISBN: 9781506307824
NB: Earlier versions of this textbook exist and are fine.
Janet B. Johnson and H.T. Reynolds. 2012 Political Science Research Methods 7th
Edition. SAGE/CQ Press. ISBN: 978-1-60781-689-0.
Evaluation:
Your grade in this class will be based on the following:
Preliminary Research Statement (5%)
Topic Presentation (10%)
Research Design (20%)
Draft Manuscript (25%)
Petersheim Academic Exposition Research Presentation (10%)
Final Version of Manuscript (30%)
More information on each of these elements can be found below.
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Other Course Policies:
Late work: Late work will not be accepted.
Attendance: It is worth noting that this class will not meet every week. Class sessions are
noted with a CM below. Attendance at each of the scheduled class meetings is
mandatory. Please note that for class weeks labeled “One on One Meetings,” attendance
is expected unless otherwise noted, and for class weeks labeled “Follow-Up Meetings,”
attendance is optional.
Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported
to the administration, and may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to
possible dismissal from the School of Diplomacy. See university and school standards
for academic conduct here:
http://www13.shu.edu/offices/student-life/community-standards/upload/Seton-HallUniversity-Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://www.shu.edu/academics/diplomacy/academic-conduct.cfm
Duplication: Students with research designs submitted for earlier classes must discuss
them with me in advance of submission.
Note on library issues: Successful completion of the project will require you to use
considerable library research. Please note the following: 1) Wikipedia is not acceptable as
a valid source of information and as such should not be cited;1 2) I will not assign
Chapter 3 of the Johnson text (which deals with writing a literature review), but you will
find this helpful. 3) If you have further library questions, you should discuss them with
Diplomacy’s library liaison, Lisa DeLuca (lisa.deluca@shu.edu).
Note on Citation formats: Papers should utilize one of the Chicago Manual of Style
citation formats: Author-Date or Notes and Bibliography. The guidelines for these
formats are in a folder on the course Blackboard page.
Notes on Assignment Submission: All submissions must have numbered pages, and all
written assignments must be submitted online through Blackboard. Instructions are at the
following URL: http://blogs.shu.edu/techtips/files/safeassign_student.pdf
Notes on Accommodation: It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to
promote inclusive learning environments. If you have a documented disability you may
be eligible for reasonable accommodations in compliance with University policy, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and/or the New
Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students are not permitted to negotiate
accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations or assistance,
please self-identify with the Office for Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy Hall,
1

http://chronicle.com/wiredcampus/article/1328/wikipedia-founder-discourages-academic-use-of-his-creation
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Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or to register for
services, contact DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e-mail at DSS@shu.edu.
Notes on Revisions: Late changes to one’s research project must be approved by me. The
final version of the manuscript must address issues raised by me in the rough draft.

Class Schedule
January 16 Introduction. (CM)
Administrative Matters
January 23
Readings:
Assignment:

One on one meetings (Mandatory Attendance)
Baglione, Chapters 1 and 2.
To prepare you for presentations next week, I want a sense of your research
question. You need to email me a statement of your research question by Tuesday
January 22 at 12 noon EST. This mandatory session will be one-on-one meetings
in my office in which we discuss your question, and I will answer any
presentation questions that you might have.

January 30
Readings:
Assignment:

Presentations (CM)
Baglione, Chapter 3.
See below. I expect those of you not presenting to ask questions of your
colleagues.

February 6
Readings:
Assignment:

Presentations (CM)
Baglione, Chapter 4.
See below. I expect those of you not presenting to ask questions of your
colleagues.

February 13 Follow-Up Meetings (Expected Attendance)
Readings:
Baglione, Chapter 5.
Assignment: In preparation to submit your research design, you are invited to check in with me
regarding any questions that you might have.
February 20 Follow-Up Meetings (Expected Attendance)
Readings:
Baglione, Chapter 7.
Assignment: In preparation to submit your research design, you are invited to check in with me
regarding any questions that you might have.
February 27 Research Design Due (Submitted to Blackboard by 2pm EST)
Readings:
None.
Assignment: See below.
March 6
Readings:
Assignment:

Research Design Feedback (CM)
None.
You should review your research design submission before class and compare it
against the rubric for this assignment.
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March 13

SPRING BREAK

March 20
Readings:
Assignment:

One on one meetings (Mandatory Attendance)
Baglione, Chapter 6.
Come to my office prepared to discuss your progress on the rough draft.

March 27

OPEN DATE

April 3
Readings:
Assignment:

Rough Draft Due (Submitted to Blackboard by 2pm EST)
None.
See below.

April 10
Readings:
Assignment:

Rough Draft Feedback (CM)
Baglione, Chapters 8 and 9.
Come to class prepared to discuss the next steps in your document.

April 17
Readings:
Assignment:

One on one meetings (Expected Attendance)
None.
Come to my office prepared to discuss your progress on the rough draft.

April 24

Petersheim Academic Exposition Research Presentation (To be Scheduled)

May 1
Readings:
Assignment:

Wrap-Up and Next Steps (CM)
None.
None.

May 8

FINAL PAPER DUE (Submitted to Blackboard by 2pm EST)
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Particulars on Assignments:
Preliminary research statement
To help you prepare for the presentation of your topic, you will need to submit a brief written
statement (one full page, (double-spaced with 1” margins and 12 point fonts) outlining your
research question and how you intend to study it. This must be submitted as an email attachment
to me on Tuesday January 22 at 12 noon, and we will discuss this in person the following day
during class time.
Topic Presentation
A formal oral presentation of your topic is required on January 30 / February 6. The class will be
divided in two alphabetically and half of the class will present on each date. This presentation
will be formal (standing at a podium in the front of the class) and will last roughly ten minutes in
length. Powerpoint is not needed, but professional preparation is. Imagine that you are briefing a
Congressional Committee. I expect you to focus on four issues: What is the question? Why is
this question important for theory and policy? How have other scholars operationalized the
dependent variable? How will you operationalize the dependent variable? Please note that the
use of the word “formal” means professional dress.
Research Design
The second written assignment in this class is a 15 page (double-spaced with 1” margins and 12
point fonts) research design that is due on February 27 at the start of class. Each of the following
items below are to be noted as separate sections of the manuscript:

Develop a research question

Importance of the question for theory and policy

Outline a strategy for answering this question, addressing each of the following:
o Operationalize the dependent variable (or what’s being caused)
o Develop a series of alternative explanations for the outcome
o Operationalize independent variables (or what’s doing the causing)
o Discuss case selection (what cases are you going to look at and why)
o Develop a testing procedure (or, how you will test your arguments, and how you
will know you are right)

Attach a preliminary bibliography (not included for page purposes).
Petersheim Academic Exposition Research Presentation
Each of you will be presenting your research at the university-wide Petersheim Academic
Exposition, which is scheduled from April 23-April 26. The exact format of the presentation is to
be determined. More to follow on this!
Draft/Final Manuscript
Your completed project will be a minimum of 30 pages (double-spaced with 1” margins and 12
point fonts with numbered pages) that will consist of the following elements to be noted as
separate sections of the manuscript:
1) The Problem and its Importance
2) Literature Review
3) Research Design
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4) Findings and Discussion
5) Conclusions
6) Bibliography
The finished product must consist either of a set of comparative case studies (if a qualitative
project) or a set of multivariate statistical tests with discussion of statistical and substantive
significance (if the project is quantitative). I expect the draft manuscript to have an advanced
discussion of findings. I also expect that the final version will include a detailed memo in which
you outline all of the changes that you have made since the rough draft. In particular – how have
you responded to my comments?

